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Approval of a bond issue permits the State to borrow money for specified purposes such as schools, open space, and prisons, etc.  It does not,however, give the State any authority to raise income.  


	So, how does the State pay off the bonds?





It retains holds back money that would have gone to the cities and counties and pays off the bonds with those funds.  So, what do the cities and counties do?





They either reduce services or ask us to pay more taxes to fund the services we think we need.  The bottom line is that every time we vote for a bond issue, we are voting to reduce some level of service our community is presently providing.





We complain that the politicians are spending more money than they collect in taxes.  But we are the ones who keep telling them to borrow more and more so we can have what we want, and have it now.





It's strange to think about how much our governments are like us.  They avoid doing anything that is unpleasant.  They'll spend money they don't have to get something they think they need right now.  When they get in over their heads, it's always someone else's fault.  I wonder how they got to be that way?  





It's obvious what my bias is.  Bonds are for people who think they are going to get something for nothing.  They're like credit cards, get something for nothing today and worry about the bill when it's due.  Well the bill for all the bonds issues we've approved is more than due.  It's past due.





On the other hand assessments such as the proposed Public Safety Assessment or direct taxes like either the one quarter cent Sonoma County Open Space sales tax or the Petaluma Area Parcel tax for flood control provide money up front to pay for the things we say are important to us.  





The big difference is that in voting to tax ourselves we make a positive decision that what we're going to get for the tax is worth the price.  We can vote for a bond under the impression that it doesn't cost us anything.  	Unfortunately it does.





Not only can't the city pay for police and fire needs, it can't fix roads, it can't maintain the playing fields like they should be maintained, and it can't fix everything we want fixed as fast as we'd like it fixed.  By passing the Public Safety Assessment we can at least insure that there is no reason for less than optimum public safety services.





I'm not the biggest fan of police and fire department administration in that I believe feel they want to operate without any oversight even from the City Council.  And Their management is still trying to solve new problems with old methods.  





However, if we show them we care and do think they are important to us, then maybe, just maybe, they will be willing to open up a little bit.  If they just take the money, say "thank you", ( I hope they at least say that ), and close the door; then maybe my cynicism is valid.





If you're going to vote for any bond issue, think about it for a while.  Ask yourself if you would vote for it as a tax.  If you wouldn't be willing to tax yourself for the purpose of the bond issue, then maybe it's not something worth doing.





We keep talking about government spending getting out of hand, but we keep giving government permission to spend money it doesn't have.  Who is really at fault?





The only way to control government is to starve it financially and to then to start feeding it again for only those things we are willing to tax ourselves to have government do for us.


